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This paper reports on the rapid adoption of the case method in the teaching of instructional design. The case teaching method has been widely adopted across US graduate programs in instructional design, beginning with almost complete non-use before 1998 to widespread adoption by graduate programs in at least one course by 2006. The paper provides a history of the evolution of the discipline of instructional design from a dominant paradigm of a technical skill with a primarily behaviorist instructional orientation, to the current dominant paradigm of a problem-solving discipline using multiple instructional orientations as appropriate.  The paper then explains how this change in paradigms both facilitated the adoption of the case method, and in turn, how the widespread use of cases facilitates the discussion and dissemination of the current paradigm by instructors. Finally, the paper considers the current and possible future effects on the discipline of the widespread use of the case teaching method. 
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