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Case Objectives and Use

The students will 1). explain the impact chronic illness can have on a family, schools, and the community; 2). recognize the importance of support systems for all families but especially for families with children who have special needs; 3). evaluate the impact of government policies (IDEA, NCLB) on families, schools and the courts; 4). determine the demands such policies place on educators and other children; 5). explain the economic ramifications of children with special needs on families, schools, and the community; 6).  research the value of spirituality in terms of coping with chronic illness; and,  7). interpret data.

This case was used with undergraduate students in the summer of 2005.  It will be used again with graduate students in school administration during the spring of 2006.

Case Synopsis

David is the second child of John and Rachel Gravis.  David was delivered vaginally at 37 weeks plus 3 days gestation at a local hospital post Mrs. G’s water breaking, pitocin, and 13.5 hours of labor.  He weighed 7lbs 10oz.  David’s coloring was blue, he was not moving, was hypotonic, and had undescended testicles.  He was transferred to the NICU at a much larger City hospital.  He required oxygen and a G tube was placed.   Post surgery David was weaned from oxygen.  At six days old, a diagnosis of Prader-Willi Syndrome was made and told to his parents.  A nurse in the delivery room actually noticed it and suggested testing be done.  When David was 8 months old he was evaluated using the following:  Mullen Scales of Early Learning, Clinical observation, and parent reports.  The assessment team included an occupational therapist, physical therapist, and speech/language pathologist.  David was again evaluated at the age of 27 months.  David is now in a first grade inclusion class at a public school in his rural community. 

He has a brother that is five years older and a sister who is three years younger.  Neither of the siblings have a learning problem or physical impairment.  David’s parents have recently divorced.  His father lives near the family home and continues to be involved in David’s life. His mother drives the school bus and thus all three children are up very early and on the bus until school begins. David went to all day Kindergarten at the same school since he was receiving OT, PT, and speech services.  Currently there is not a good working relationship between David’s school and his mother, with the exception of the speech/language therapist.  The mother is threatening to notify the DOE (Department of Education) if things do not improve.

The authors developed the case for class discussion rather than to illustrate either effective or ineffective handling of the situation.  The case, instructor’s manual, and synopsis were anonymously peer reviewed and accepted by the North American Case Research Association (NACRA) for its annual meeting, October 27-29, 2005, North  Falmouth, MA.  All rights are reserved to the authors and NACRA.  © 2005 by Audrey E. Wright and Cheri Heeren.  Contact person: Audrey E. Wright, Education Department, Worcester State College- 486 chandler Street, Worcester, MA 01602-2597, 508-929-8594, awright1@worcester.edu  
